Subject: Christmas in Kabul

Well its Christmas Eve here at HQ ISAF.  I've got the day off today, but only because it's Friday.  I have to work tomorrow.  We are having a nice Christmas lunch tomorrow.  Hopefully it will be as good as the Thanksgiving dinner.   The weather here has been pretty chilly, but no snow yet.  Its just been too dry.  Maybe we'll see some in the next couple weeks. 
 
Work has been keeping me busy.  I've got several projects under construction right now, and I'm working on getting plans together for up coming projects.  Some of the projects are pretty interesting.  I'm working on the plans for a new water treatment plant for our freshwater.  It will have a UV sterilizer, back-flushing sediment filters and automatic chlorinators.  When it is complete, the water coming out of it will be cleaner than the bottled water we drink here.  We're also going to be putting in more bathrooms & showers in the containerized housing blocks.  I worked with our chief plumber to come up with a new shower room design that will allow for less maintenance and easier installation.  We're going to start putting some of them in when he gets back from leave at the end of January.  The US is also putting up some new containerized accommodation blocks.  While I'm technically a NATO project manager and I'm not responsible for National stuff, I'm the only on-site engineer for the US so I'm kind of working the on-site stuff for that.  I'm sure when construction starts, I'll be involved.  There is always something going on here that needs my attention, so the days go by fast.  I'm down to 190 days remaining, so its almost hump day.  
 
The other day two of our local workers in the shop got in a fight.  One beat the crap out of the other guy.  He had a broken nose, broken face, broken jaw, a few internal bruises and a burst testicle.  Ouch.  It started because the guy that got beat up said some bad things about the other guy's mother.  It was just crazy.  Supposedly the guy that got beat up didn't even fight back.  It looks like we'll be firing both guys.  We can't have that kind of behavior going on.  If they would have got in a fight with one of our NATO civilian contractors or military guys, that would have been very bad. 
 
We started the Wii Golf tournament this week at the NSE.  I though I did okay for the first game.  I shot par, but I was -2 until the last hole.  That 9th hole on Wii Golf is a little rough.  Its been a while since I played so I was a little rusty.  Next week will be better.  So far I'm in the lead since everyone else was over par by a lot.  I don't even know what the tournament winner gets, but I'd just be happy to win. :)
 
 
I hope everyone has a good Christmas.  

 
___________________________
Justin D. Van Tries
