Subject: 4 days to R&R

I leave for R&R in four weeks.  This is going to be the slowest four weeks since I've been here.  I am so ready to go home.  Its been about 220 days since I left home.  I am glad that I waited until almost the last possible time for me to leave.  When I get back from R&R I'll only have 90 days.  My relief will be here in Afghanistan the last week in May.  Once he gets here, I can only be here for a 14 day turn over period.  This means I'm out of here in mid-June if things go like they should.  Also, those 90 days will go by fast since we're starting several large projects here on base at the end of February & the beginning of March.  
 
I've been sick the past few days, which is not pleasant.  About once a month I come down with a mysterious crummy feeling, minor fever, etc.  I'm sure its a minor sinus infection, aka the Kabul crud.  The air here is pretty bad, I will say it's probably worse than KAF was.  Kabul is in a big bowl in the mountains, so the dirty air just hangs around.  Most of the population here burns whatever they can to keep warm at night, including tires, styrofoam, and animal poop.  The smog/smoke in the air at night here is horrible.  We joke all the time that the dust here is just 3000 year old donkey poop.  Breathing that in for months can't be good on the body, which is why I get a little sick every now and then.  

There isn't too much going on here.  It's pretty much Groundhog Day here (Bill Murray movie...).  Tonight night is the final night for the Wii golf tournament.  I'm in the top bracket, so hopefully I'll do well tomorrow and win.  I've been pretty consistent the past few weeks, shooting about 2 under on the 9 hole course.  If my short game would improve I could probably get down to 4 or 5 under, but putting in Wii just isn't the same as real golf.  

 I've attached some pictures this time.  Three are of the water line disaster that happened a few weeks ago.  The company that is installing our new waste water treatment plant was digging the main sewage line to the lifting station and hit a water line.  They "fixed it" and over night the connection they repaired it with broke and flooded the lifting station foundation with about 3-4 feet of water and mud.  Then when they were working on repairing it correctly, the trench collapsed around one of the workers to his chest.  This company hasn't been doing a very good job.  Also there is a picture of a 50 ton crane laying on its side.  This was over in front of the Embassy.  I wasn't there when it happened, but it looked like they had the boom almost vertical and were trying to slew it around without the feet out and the laws of physics took over.  Our fire department responded to do the hazmat clean up.  Also there is a picture from the family day we had where our locals brought in their kids.  We had a meal and handed out candy and some other goodies.  
 
I hope all is well back on the home front.  

___________________________
Justin D. Van Tries 

